
So we are going to consider why this is such a profound and 
significant statement. It may open our eyes to a subversive agenda 
we have never before considered. 

Today we are going to consider the 
deeper meaning of this very popular 
saying, άShe wears the pantsΦέ If you 
were to pick out any other article of 
clothing, and make the statement: She 
wears the (shirt, coat, shoes, etc.) people 
would look at you in a funny way, 
wondering what point you were trying to 
convey. But if you say, ά{ƘŜ wears the 
ǇŀƴǘǎΣέ they know exactly what you 
mean. 



CƛǊǎǘΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǎƻƳŜ ŦƻǊƳŀƭ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ƻŦ 
wearing the pants: 
 
ά²ŜŀǊ the pants"  means to be boss. This term was long applied to 
women, particularly wives, who assumed the domineering 
household role that was believed to belong to the husband. τHave 
a Nice Day, A Dictionary of Clichés 
ά²ŜŀǊ the breeches." (Of women) to usurp a husband's authority, 
be 'boss'. τDictionary of Slang & Unconventional English 
"To Wear the .ǊŜŜŎƘŜǎέ, a phrase said only of women; and 
signifying to rule; to usurp a husband's prerogative; to be ΨƳŀǎǘŜǊΦΩτ
Slang and its Analogues 



ά²ŜŀǊ the Ǉŀƴǘǎέ means to be the person in charge in a 
marriage or family. 
http://idioms.thefreedictionary.com/wear+the+pants 

 
¢ƻ άǿŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀƴǘǎέ ǘƘŜƴ ƛǎ ŀ ǇƘǊŀǎŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ ǿƻƳŜƴ 
who usurp the authority of headship given to men. 
Pants are symbolic of authority. As one worldly woman 
Ǉǳǘ ƛǘΥ άtŀƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭƛŜŘ ǘƻ tƻǿŜǊΦέ ς Mary Tillotson 
(American Costume Wearer) 
 



From Forbes Magazine: ά²Ƙƻ Wears The Pants? The 
Women Of Course! While our grandmothers may not 
have been allowed, women today are literally and 
figuratively wearing the ǇŀƴǘǎΦ Φ Φ Φέ Forbes.com 11/18/2011 

 
Women boldly proclaim, regarding their marriages, and 
every other realm of human relationships: 



 
 
From a sewing website we read: ά Ψ²Ƙƻ wears the pantsΚΩ is not a 
question of fashion, but a question of power. In the Western world, 
who literally wears pants is no longer a large concern, although 
historically it was. But what the question does reveals is that on 
some level, pants still symbolize power, whether in a romantic 
relationship or professional atmosphere. Understanding a bit 
about the history of pants, the changing lines and styles, and who 
wore what, when, where, and why can shed some light onto why 
this isΦέτ 
http:// www.lovetosew.com/breeches.htm 
 
 
This secular source informs us that understanding history will help 
us understand why pants are symbolic of power. 

http://www.lovetosew.com/breeches.htm
http://www.lovetosew.com/breeches.htm
http://www.lovetosew.com/breeches.htm


Today, 
ά²Ƙƻ 
Wears the 
tŀƴǘǎΚέ ƛǎ 
a 
rhetorical 
question. 
Everyone 
knows 
who 
wears the 
pants! 



LǘΩǎ ǊŜǇŜŀǘŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƻǾŜǊ ƛƴ ƴǳƳŜǊƻǳǎ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎΥ 
SHE wears the pants! 



When did this saying first become 
popular? Perhaps it was used to 
describe certain women throughout 
history, such as George Sand (her real 
name was Aurore Dupin,) a famous 
French author who took to wearing 
ƳŜƴΩǎ Ǉŀƴǘǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŀ ǎƘƻǊǘ ŘǊŜǎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
муолΩǎΦ {ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŜȄǘŜƴŘ ƘŜǊ 
influence and opportunities through 
ǿŜŀǊƛƴƎ ƳŜƴΩǎ ŀǘǘƛǊŜΦ  
 
But such were extremely isolated and 
rare occurrences before 1850. 



But it was the 
άǊŜŦƻǊƳ ŘǊŜǎǎ 
ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
мурлΩǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŦƛǊǎǘ Ǝƻǘ 
the attention of the 
public as significant 
numbers of women 
began wearing the 
bloomer or 
American costume 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ŀ άǎƘƻǊǘέ 
dress over pants. 



Then the campaign 
for women wearing 
pants grew 
exponentially when 
it was spread 
abroad through the 
άǎƛƭǾŜǊ ǎŎǊŜŜƴέ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ мфолΩǎ 



Notice this newspaper article in  
Rockhampton, May 1, 1933  
The Morning Bulletin: 

SHE WEARS THE PANTS: 
Women In Trousers 
DIETRICH STARTS A NEW FAD 
 
. . . Miss Marlene Dietrich began to appear on the screen 
slimly and attractively attired in ǘǊƻǳǎŜǊǎΧShe, moreover, 
created sensation by appearing on the boulevards of 
Hollywood clad in trousers with a double breasted coat. 
Soon she had such a following that the male actors of 
Hollywood, in self-defense, appeared on the streets 
dressed in skirts. The whole thing was taken up seriously.  



άaŀǊƭŜƴŜ Dietrich 
furthered the cause 
when she wore 
pants in the 1930 
film MoroccoΦέ 

http://womens -fashion.lovetoknow.com/ 
First_Woman_to_Wear_Pants 



Notice the symbolism of 
the pants tug of war in 
this movie advertisement. 
The pants are symbolic of 
the power struggle this 
married couple was going 
through. Who was going 
to be in charge, thus, who 
wore the pants? 

Katharine Hepburn  
Wears the Pants 



¦ǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ά²Ƙƻ ²ŜŀǊǎ ǘƘŜ tŀƴǘǎέ ǘƘŜƳŜΣ ƳŜŀƴǎ ƘŀǾŜ 
been devised to help one determine who is in charge in 
their relationship.  

ά²ŜŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
tŀƴǘǎέ ƛǎ ŀ 
synonym for 
authority even 
today, when 99% 
of women 
physically wear 
pants.  



And so, for many years now, the concept of who wears 
the pants ς i.e. who is in change ς has been deeply 
engrained in our society. 



This idea of women 
wearing the pants 
has quite a history 
that we will review in 
this presentation. 
First, here are a few 
examples of how 
prevalent this 
concept is in our 
society, that women 
now wear the pants. 



Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ά{ƘŜ ǿŜŀǊǎ 
ǘƘŜ Ǉŀƴǘǎέ ŀŘΣ ǘƘŜ 
model portrays a 
powerful stance. 
The ad promotes 
άǘǊƻǳǎŜǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ 
take-charge 
ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜέ ǘƘŀǘ 
άŎƻƳŜ ƻƴ ǎǘǊƻƴƎέτ
strongly in charge, 
that is. 



¢ƘƛǎΣ ά{ƘŜ 
wears the 
Ǉŀƴǘǎέ ƳƻŘŜƭ 
declares her 
aggressive 
ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜΥ άLΩǾŜ 
always been 
ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘΦέ 



¢Ƙƛǎ ά{ƘŜ 
wears the 
Ǉŀƴǘǎέ 
actress 
declares that 
her trousers 
mean 
business! In 
other words, 
Watch out, 
LΩƳ ƛƴ ŎƘŀǊƎŜΗ 



Women who 
wear pants 
are declared 
to be 
άŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴǘέ 



aƻǊŜ ά{ƘŜ ²ŜŀǊǎ ǘƘŜ tŀƴǘǎέ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƛƴ ŦŀǎƘƛƻƴΦ 





This meant-to-be humorous card portrays the power 
over men that women have achieved. 



This cartoon speaks for itself. 



You can even purchase items with  the 
ά{ƘŜ ǿŜŀǊǎ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀƴǘǎέ ǎȅƳōƻƭ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƳΦ 



The fact that woman have achieved the so-called right 
ǘƻ άǿŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀƴǘǎέ Ƙŀǎ ƻƴƭȅ ŎƻƳŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ 
of a long, tough battle waged by women deemed brave 
and courageous by society at large. 



¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǊ ǿŀǎ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мурлΩǎΣ ōȅ 
ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ŀŘǾƻŎŀǘŜǎΦ ²ƘƛƭŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ 
involved, it definitely included the right to wear pants. 



In the 1890 ς мфнл ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ ŜǊŀΣ ǘƘŜ άbŜǿ ²ƻƳŀƴ ƛǎ 
often portrayed in pants. 



Bicycle Bloomers  ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǉǳƛǘŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ муфлΩǎΦ 
¢ƘŜ άbŜǿ ²ƻƳŀƴέ ǿŀǎ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ άƭƛōŜǊŀǘŜŘΦέ 

 



From the Baltimore American 
Journal, 1895τ ά.ƛŎȅŎƭŜ 

bloomers should be proud of 
the sensation they have 
created. They appear as 

topics of earnest discussion 
on the lecture platform, in 
the club, and even in the 

pulpit. And the agitation is 
still growing. Not the silver 
question itself has more 

hopelessly divided families, 
separated friends and made 
sworn enemies than the now 
end-of-the-century theme τ 

the bicycle bloomersΦέ 



Just a note of 
ŎƭŀǊƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ 

the pants that are the 
problem on women. 
LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ 

skirt that is the 
problem! 

Amelia Bloomer 
shortened her skirt to 
her knees, and then 
the bicycle bloomers 

took the skirt off 
altogether! 

¢ƘǳǎΣ ά{ƘŜ ǿŜŀǊǎ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀƴǘǎέ ŎƻǳƭŘ 
apply to a woman who neglected to 
put on modest attire, literally and 

figuratively. 



In this 
drawing, the 

pants wearing 
progress of 
ǘƘŜ άbŜǿ 
²ƻƳŀƴέ ƻŦ 

1895 is 
contrasted 
with the 

bloomers of 
ǘƘŜ мурлΩǎΦ 



¢ƘŜ άbŜǿ ²ƻƳŀƴέ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ Ǉŀƴǘǎ ƛǎ ƘŜǊŜ ǇƻǊǘǊŀȅŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ 
boss of her hard-working  husband. The pants and the 
pose speak of authority and domination. 



bƻǘƛŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ άbŜǿ ²ƻƳŀƴέ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ Ǉŀƴǘǎ ƛǎ ǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
business matters while the husband in a long skirt cares for 
the children. While this was meant to be funny, it also spoke 
to the concern people had when women put on pants. 



World War 1, from 1914-1918 provided a new 
opportunity for women to wear pants. But most went 

back to dresses after the war. 



But what was it that 
really caused the 
transition from women 
wearing dresses, as they 
had done for hundreds of 
years, to the wearing of 
pants as is popular 
today?  
 
It takes organization and 
planning to win any war. 
So it was with the war 
over the right to wear 
pants by women. 



Women declared in the 
мурлΩǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ 
fighting for the right to 
dress as they pleased, 
which included dressing 
similar to men, in pants. 
 
This drawing appeared in 
a newspaper in 1875, 
showing the gender 
blending dream of the 
ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ 
visionaries. 



Women have gained the victoryτthey now can wear 
pants freely without any reprisal. 

This was not the case 100 years ago. 
It did take a lot of organized effort behind the scenes 

to win this war.  

(Joan of Arc) 



The fact that this was a serious war should 
not be missed. In our own Seventh-day 
Adventist periodicals, the battles were 

fought.  
In the July 16, 1895 issue of the Adventist 

Review and Sabbath Herald, the editor 
commented regarding the bicycle bloomers 

of that day. Calling it a heaven-daring, 
outrageous, and most shameful innovation, 

he wrote: 

άaŀȅ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ōŜ ŦŀǊ ŘƛǎǘŀƴǘΣ Ƴŀȅ ƛǘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŎƻƳŜΣ ǿƘŜƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ 
women who discern the signs of our times shall be seen in this 

ŀōƻƳƛƴŀōƭŜ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅΦέ 
¢ƘǊŜŜ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ƭŀǘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǇŜǊƛƻŘƛŎŀƭ ǿŜ ŦƛƴŘ ά¢ƘŜ ŘŜǾƛƭ ƛǎ 
constantly trying to mix everything up, to destroy the line of 

ŘŜƳŀǊŎŀǘƛƻƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƭŜ ŀƴŘ ŦŜƳŀƭŜΧΦDƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ƴƻǘ 
now or ever let ǘƘŜ ōŀǊǊƛŜǊǎ ŘƻǿƴΦέ 



We will now consider quite a few photos of famous 
women: celebrities, politicians, models, and the like 
who were the soldiers in this war to win the right to 

wear pants. 
 

These were the TRAILBLAZERS and TRENDSETTERS 
highly esteemed by society. They are praised and 
lauded as the very ones who made pants-wearing 

popular for women. 
 

The fashions that society follows are highly influenced 
by these trendsetters. 

Should we admire these women for their 
accomplishment? 



Elizabeth Smith Miller, Amelia Bloomer & 
Elizabeth Cady Stanton ς мурлΩǎ 

 



Lizzie Stamp, Lucy Russell & Lucy Stone 
American Costume 1860ès 

 



Dr. Harriet Austin ς 1860 
Dansville Physician 



Mary Tillotson ς 1860 
Womenès Rights Activist 



Dr. Mary Walker ς 1865 & 1870 
Womenès Rights Activist 



Calamity Jane ς 1890 
Vaudeville Actress 

 



Fellows- Lesbian Singing Group - 1890 
 



Amazons ς 1896 
Actresses 

 



Greta Garbo ς 1920s 
Actress 



Clara Bow ς 1929 
Flapper ã Actress 



Coco Chanel ς 1930 
Fashion Designer 

άLƴ the 1920s, French 
fashion designer Coco 
Chanel, who is 
considered one of the 
founders of modernist 
fashion, changed 
ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ŎƭƻǘƘƛƴƎ 
forever with forward-
thinking looks inspired 
ōȅ ƳŜƴΩǎ ǿŜŀǊΣ 
including trousers for 
womenΦέ 
http:// www.lovetosew.
com/breeches.htm 
 

http://www.lovetosew.com/breeches.htm
http://www.lovetosew.com/breeches.htm
http://www.lovetosew.com/breeches.htm


Marlene Dietrich ς 1930s 
Actress 



Katharine Hepburn ς 1930s 
Actress 



Joan Bennett ς 1940s 
Actress 



Joan Crawford ς 1940s 
Actress 



Geraldine Hoff Doyle - Rosie the Riveter 
ς 1943 



Elizabeth Taylor ς 1944 
Actress 



Rita Hayworth ς 1944 
Actress 



Charline Arthur ς 1950s 
Musician ã Performer 



Marilyn 
Monroe ς 

1950s 



Lucille Ball ς 1950s 
Actress 

Young Lucille 
 



Jean Seberg ς 1960 
Actress 



Mary Tyler Moore ς 1960s 
Actress 



.ȅ ǘƘŜ мфслΩǎΣ ǘƘŜ ōŀǘǘƭŜ ŎƭŀƛƳƛƴƎ Ǉŀƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ 
women had been won for the most part. 

But there were still some minor skirmishes 
ahead. Pants on women were well accepted 

by the world and Christians alike.  
But there were some who were still holding 
out, wearing knee length dresses that left 

the lower leg bare, and cold!  
By following this immodest, impractical and 

uncomfortable worldly fashion, Seventh-
day Adventist women were setting 

themselves up to receive the next fad: mini-
skirts! 

It was the introduction of the appalling 
mini-skirts that broke down all the barriers 

against wearing pants. 



Mary Quant ς 1970 
 was the fashion designer who introduced the mini-

skirt, and made pants even more popular 



The fashions continued to evolve. Rudi Gernreich, a gay 
fashion designed, introduced the Unisex fashion. 

This allowed men and women to wear identical clothing. 



¢ƘŜ ¦ƴƛǎŜȄ ǎǘȅƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ мфтлΩǎ ŀƴŘ мфулΩǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜǊŜ 
widely accepted by society effectively removed all 

distinction between the clothing of men and women. 
 



Gay fashion designer Yves St. Laurent has been recognized 
as the most celebrated and influential designer yet. 

His designs have shaped the fashion world for a quarter of 
ŀ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΦ IŜ ŘǊŜǎǎŜŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǎ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ άǇƻǿŜǊ 

ǎǳƛǘǎέ ŀƴŘ ǘǳȄŜŘƻǎΦ 



Here are some interesting 
thoughts on unisex fashion 
in "Looking Good," 
published in 1976 by Clara 
Pierre. In chapter 10 "From 
bralessness to unisex," she 
writes about the connection 
between sexual liberation 
and unisex clothing: 
"for whatever reason, we 
began to feel more 
comfortable first with sex 
pure and simple, then with 
homosexuality and now 
with androgyny." 



Gay fashion designers Yves Saint Laurent and Rudi 
Gernreich with some of their unisex/androgynous 

fashions ς 1960-1980 
 



While this particular 
Unisex trend of identical 
clothes has become less 
popular today, it set the 

tone for what was to 
follow. It numbed the 

collective conscience of 
society so they fail to 
recognize the need to 
keep a plain distinction 

between the sexes. 
The war is over. Society 
has embraced pants on 

women without any 
reservation whatsoever. 



Jacqueline Kennedy ς 1970s 

.ǳǘΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƛƴ мфтл 
in our review of 

history. 
What has happened 
since that time, as 

fashions have 
progressed? 



Diane Keaton in Annie Hall ς 1977 
Actress 

More movies and 
fashions promoting 

menswear on 
woman further 

sealed the victory 
for the pants war. 



Gloria Steinam ς 1980 
Feminist Leader 

"We are 
becoming the 
men we wanted 
to marryΦάτ
Gloria Steinam 

"We are still 
identified by our 
looks instead of 
our hearts or 
heads. That's why 
it's so much 
better to break 
the ǊǳƭŜǎΦάτGloria 
Steinam 



Princess Diana ς мфулǎ ϧ флΩǎ 
The influence of admired royalty should not be 

underestimated. 



Madonna ς 1988 
Singer/Performer 



Nancy Pelosi ς 2006 
Politician 



Katie Holmes ς 2008 
Actress 

Boyfriend  Baggy 
Jeans - 2008 



Skinny jeans for guys in 2009 
 



Lady Gaga ς 2009 
Singer/Performer 



Hillary Clinton ς  2010 



Menswear for Women ã 2010 
 


